Sample Questions to Senate Foreign Relations Committee for nomination of

Ross Wilson

1. Turkey recently was admitted to begin negotiations to get into the EU. However, Turkey continues to refuse to recognize Cyprus, an EU country. Do you think that Turkey should be required to recognize the Republic of Cyprus before proceeding further with negotiations?

2. Are you aware that U.S. Helsinki Commission Co-Chairman Congressman Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) Stated: “The concern of this Commission is the protection of religious rights and freedoms. Turkey’s treatment of the Ecumenical Patriarchate violates its obligations under international human rights law.” The statement was made at a U.S. Helsinki Commission hearing on March 16, 2005. Will you pursue with Turkey the need to establish religious freedom and rights for the Ecumenical Patriarchate and its Christian minority?

3. Are you aware that under the Religious Freedom Act of 1998, the President is obligated to oppose violations of religious freedom in any country whose government “engages in or tolerates violations of religious freedom and promote the right to religious freedom in that country?” Will you actively uphold U.S. law and hold Turkey accountable for its violations of the religious freedom of its Christian minority in accordance to the Religious Freedom Act of 1998?

4. Do you support the immediate withdrawal of all Turkish military forces from Cyprus? 

5. Do you support the immediate removal from Cyprus of the 120,000 illegal Turkish settlers/colonists from Anatolia who are in violation of the Geneva Convention of 1949?

6. Do you support the tearing down of the Turkish Green Line barbed wire fence across the face of Cyprus?

7. Are you aware that almost daily, Turkish military aircraft violate sovereign Greek air space over the Aegean Sea?  In addition, Turkey refuses to acknowledge the Aegean boundaries as established by international law and treaties.  How will you deal with this issue? Do you accept the boundaries in the Aegean as set forth by these laws and treaties?

